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Students Show 

Support for 

Haiti  
by Drew Boyd  

News Editor  

 

     In the wake of the devastat-

ing earthquake in Haiti, people 

around the world have shown 

great compassion by donating 

money and supplies to various 

Haiti relief funds. Ruston High 

is no different, with many of our 

organizations pitching in and 

doing their part to make a dif-

ference. One example is the 

Key Clubôs annual Bearcat 

Beauty Pageant, in which the $5 

ticket price will be donated to 

UNICEF. In addition, the three 

language clubs have banded 

together to organize an ñitem-

collection.ò They have been 

encouraging the clubs at RHS to 

collect and turn in various ne-

cessities such as bottled water 

and t-shirts to help the Haitians 

get back on their feet. 

     Ms. Miles, a student teacher 

working with FBLA, organized 

a relief project as well. During 

the weeks of January 18-22 and 

January 25-29, FBLA held a 

school-wide compet i t ion 

dubbed the ñPenny Wars.ò Stu-

dents were encouraged to do-

nate their loose change to aid 

the Haiti victims. The total do-

nation amount was $530, all of 

which was sent to the Salvation 

Army and Doctors Without 

Borders. This is proof that when 

Bearcats get together they can 

accomplish great things, and the 

entire student body should be 

proud of itself. 

     The class that won the 

ñPenny Warsò was the sopho-

mores with 4,200 points. In sec-

ond place were the freshmen 

with 306 points, in third place 

were the juniors with 214 

points, and the seniors sit com-

fortably in fourth place with a 

legit -3, 428 points. This is not 

to say the seniors did not par-

ticipate ï quite the opposite. 

The seniors did donate; we sim-

ply did not abide by the rules 

(that is, only pennies counted 

towards the total score during 

the second week).           

     Congratulations Sopho-

mores! Your class will receive a 

free jeans pass day to be an-

nounced in March. Thank you, 

as well, to every other student 

who donated money to this 

cause. Whether your class won 

or lost, you can feel good know-

ing that your money went to 

help those in need. 

 

 

Teen Dating  

Violence  

Awareness Week  
by Amber Brown  

Reporter/Photographer  
 

     Last week, Feb. 1st ï 5th, 2010, was 

ñNational Teen Dating Violence 

Awareness and Prevention Weekò.  

Mrs. Margaret Henderson contacted 

the Chatterbox in an effort to raise 

awareness of the week. Several ran-

domly chosen members of the Chat-

terbox staff gave their opinions to Mrs. 

Henderson, who will use these opin-

ions as well as those of many other 

students and adults to increase aware-

ness of this issue. The Domestic 

Abuse Resistance Team (DART) 

joined in to promote awareness as well 

as many churches, radio stations, the 

Ruston Daily Leader, and many other 

organizations. With this yearôs main 

goal being to promote awareness eve-

rywhere, everyone hopes to expand the 

awareness program in the future, but 

any start, big or small, will help for 

now. 

     Almost everyone has heard of and 

can truly relate to the famous incident 

in which Chris Brown hit Rihanna and 

left noticeable marks and bruises. Peo-

ple were shocked to hear about the 

attack and the reasons Chris Brown 

and so many others use to justify their 

actions. The main reasons people give 

for their actions are that they are pro-

voked by the other party and that they 

have been raised around violence all 

their lives, so they are conditioned to 

be that way. They feel that their ac-

tions are expected and warranted. 

However, those reasons are just ex-

cuses ï they do not give anyone the 

right to hit others. Being famous, as in 

the case of Chris Brown and Rihanna, 

does not exempt one from the cruel 

truth of this world. People foolishly try 

to provoke others, and others foolishly 

are provoked and turn to violence. Itôs 

time for everyone to go back to simple 

truths we learned as kids ï treat others 

as you would want to be treated. That 

goes for both parties. Sometimes, as 

we have often heard, it is better to just 

walk away. 

     I asked a couple of Ruston High 

students their opinions on this subject, 

and the answers were quite honest. For 

example, a junior female declared ñIf 

you are in a relationship and the per-

son you are in a relationship with is 

abusive, then you need to get out of 

that relationship because that person is 

no good for you and is only holding 

you back.ò  Letôs not confuse playful 

touches between friends and people in 

relationships with violence ï there is a 

big difference. However, as another 

student stated, ñIf a relationship at any 

point turns to verbal and physical 

abuse, that is an obvious sign that you 

need to get out of that relationship and 

just move on.ò Simply put, when it 

comes to a personôs safety, the best 

thing to do is just leave. 

     Although National Teen Dating 

Violence and Prevention Week has 

passed, everyone should promote 

awareness to teen dating violence all 

year long. Many students have been in 

relationships that have been affected 

by violence at different levels, but no 

level of violence should be acceptable 

or excused. Though most violence is 

arguably placed on females, there are 

also males who are subjected to vio-

lence as well. Dating violence often 

goes unreported and many students 

feel ashamed or at fault, but they 

should not feel any guilt on their part. 

If you or someone you know is in-

volved in a violent relationship, please 

seek assistance from your parents, 

church, counselor, DART,  or any of 

the many organizations that can help 

as soon as possible. No one should 

ever have to go through something as 

troubling as dating violence.      
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Whale in the 

Auditorium?!  
by Natasha Alva  

Reporter  

 

     Rachel Hill, Natalie Rabb, Mary Taylor 

Carwile, Noel Mari, and Mary Michael 

McGhee (left to right in the picture) are all 

part of  Mrs. Guerinôs Marine Science 

class. Recently in this class they have been 

studying whales and to do that, they de-

cided to make a model of one. Humphrey 

was constructed out of plastic and tape and 

is blown up to size with a fan through the 

tail. He is a life-size humpback whale and 

measures 54 feet in length from head to 

tail. He is large enough to stand in, but 

Humphrey is still only half the size of the 

largest whale on record. 

     It took a total of six days during their 

class period to make the humpback whale. 

When asked what the hardest part of mak-

ing the whale was, there were three differ-

ent responses: taping the head and trying 

to make it round, doing the math to make 

the conversions, and simply understanding 

and following the directions were all chal-

lenges the students had to overcome. De-

spite these challenges, the whale was 

made and the girls are very proud of it. 

They said it helped them grasp the true 

size and vastness of a whale. Humphrey is 

now rolled up while the girls go back into 

the class room and make his organs. One 

thing is for sure: this whale was certainly 

one large hands-on learning experience. 
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Peer Leaders Make a Difference  
by Natasha Alva  

Reporter  
 

     On February 13th, Peer Leaders will be going to the Princeton Palace Nursing Home. They plan on bringing its occupants various treats. According to Peer Leaders president 

Derrick Williams, they will be spending time with the elderly to boost their spirits. 

    Peer Leaders would like everyone to become aware that they will be hosting the Bearcat Lead to the Spotlight talent show in the early spring. They will also lead Black His-

tory Monthôs ñDid-You-Know?ò announcements and a soul food banquet. Also, donôt forget to check the bulletin board for this monthôs new slogan! 

4-H Club Report  
�V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���E�\���)�U�H�¶�'�U�H�F�L�D���3�D�\�Q�H 

4-H Club Reporter  
 

     There are many activities going on with the 4-H organization.  At the request of the language clubs, 4-H members are asked to please bring toilet paper and any sleeping bags 

or tents to the rooms of Mrs. Tinsley or Mrs. Thomason to help the victims who suffered in the earthquake in Haiti.  

     Achievement Day is coming up sooner than you think!  It is time for all 4-H members to make sure they participate in their two parish events to be eligible to attend Achieve-

ment Day in May. Below are just a few of the upcoming activities available for you: 

¶ �9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�¶�V���'�D�\���'�D�Q�F�H��   Help chaperone the dance at Glen View Elementary for the 4th and 6th graders on February 12th from 6 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.  

¶ Lincoln Parish Foods Festival: Get cookinô on February 15th at Grace United Methodist Church.  Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. 

¶ 4-H Night at the Mudbugs:  We will attend a hockey game on March 6th at the Century Tel Arena.  Advance sign-up required.  The cost for tickets will be $12. 

     Call the 4-H office, talk to a 4-H officer, Mrs. Thomason, or Mrs. Tinsley for more information about any of the 4-H activities.  Also, check out our bulletin board! 


